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IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Page 1, after the title, insert the following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation of Appln. No. 09/477,562, filed January 4, 2000, now 
abandoned and claims priority benefit from said application and European Appln. No. 
99300058.7, filed January 5, 1999. 

Page 12, 2nd full paragraph beginning at line 16, replace with the following paragraph: 
A quantity of hCG protein was chemically conjugated to alkaline phosphatase enzyme 
by means of a glutaraldehyde coupling method. This was carried out as follows: hCG (1 ml of a 
2 mg/ml solution in PBS) and Alkaline Phosphatase (1 ml of a 10 mg/ml solution in PBS) were 
stirred at room temperature (10 minutes) in a Roacti™ REACTI™ vial to allow the reactants to 
mix. 1 ml of the sample was removed and placed into a fresh Reaeti™ REACTI™ vial and 
monomeric glutaraldehyde (37.5 ml of a 10% solution in distilled water) was added and stirred 
at room temperature for three hours. The reaction was then quenched and the product 
stabilised by adding 25 ml of conjugate storage buffer containing 5% ovalbumin and 0.1% 
sodium azide made up to 50 mM Tris.HCI, pH 7.5. 

Page 14, 3rd full paragraph beginning at line 25, replace with the following: 
Two amplification cocktails were made thus: 
1 .5 pg of each primer of pair 
1.5 pi of 20 mMdNTP mix 

15 pi Stratag o n o STRATAGENE 1 Ox Taq polymerase buffer mix 
0.75 pi (3.75U) Taq polymerase 
1 pi (2.5U) Pfu polymerase 
dH20 to a fnal volume of 150 pi 

Page 19, 3rd full paragraph beginning at line 26, replace with the following paragraph: 
Two samples of Duke blue latex (50 pi of 10% solids) were reverse pipetted into round 
bottomed eppendorf tubes and 10 mM borate buffer, pH 8.5 containing 0.01% (v/v) merth i olat o 
MERTHIOLATE (B buffer) was added (950 pi). The latex solutions were mixed and then 
centrifuged (10 000 g for 10 mm at room temperature). The supernatants were removed and 
the pellets vortexed. To one of the latex pellets 1 ml of 100 pg/ml scFv3299-HAS fusion protein 
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(made up in B buffer) was added and to the other latex pellet 1 ml of 100 pg/ml 
scFv3299Hisphilll (also made up in B buffer) was added. The protein latex solutions were 
vortexed, sonicated for 10s with a sonic probe and then incubated for 1 h at room temperature 
with constant mixing. Following the 1 h incubation, 50 pi of 200 mg/ml bovine serum albumin 
was added to each protein latex solution and further incubated at room temperature with 
constant mixing. After 30 min the solutions were centrifuged (10 000 g for 10 min at room 
temperature) and the supernatants discarded. The latex pellets adsorbed with scFv3299-HAS 
fusion protein and scFv3299Hisphilll were each resuspended in 1 ml of B buffer and stored at 
4°C until required. 

Page 36, 1st full paragraph beginning at line 6, replace with the following paragraph: 
A Greiner Hi-Bind microtitre plate was sensitised overnight at room temperature using 
100 pg/ml of the constructs in PBS in triplicate. The plate was then washed four times with PBS 
containing 0.1% Twoon Tween 20 (PBST) and each well was incubated with 100 pi of a hCG- 
alkaline phosphatase conjugate diluted 1 in 300 in PBST for 1 hour at room temperature. The 
plate was then washed as before and 200 pi Sigma 104 Phosphatase (Sigma Chemical 
Company) was diluted in substrate buffer as described by the manufacturer (Sigma). Following 
a 30 minute incubation at room temperature the optical density at 410 nm of each well was read 
on a plate reader. 
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